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THE READER. 


/ANHRISTIAN READER, I find in this lat- 


ter day, the love of the Lord ſhining, in 


ſome meature, with its plealant beams in my 


| Heart, warming my affections, inflaming my ſoul, 
not only to give a ipiritual echo in ſoul- duty to 
{o-great, a Lover as my Saviour is, whole tranſ- 


cendant love paſſeth knowledge, EH. iti. 19. but 


alto to love and wiſh well to all Sion's heaven- 


born children. I find in this day many poor ſouls 


toſſed to and fro, rendy to he carried away with 


every wind of doctrine, by the flights of men, 


and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 
to decerve, EPH. iv. 14. and that there are ſoinany 
foundations to build upon that are falſe, upon 


which much labour is ſpent in vain, that men are 
not ſpeaking the truth in loye ; neither are they 
growing up into him in all things, who is the 
Head, even Chriſt, ver. 15. There cannot be a 


growing into Chriſt without an union to him; 
and without an union to him, all that we do is 


curſed. | 


Thou wilt find, GENTLE READER, in this 


_ enſuing little treatiſe, if the Lord is pleaſed to 


bleſs the reading of it unto thee, as a ftill voice 


behind thee, ſaying © This is the way, walk in 
it, that thou turn not to the riglit hand nor to the 


left,“ for the way into that pleaſant path of ſoul, 
Juſtification before God is in and through the 
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(i) 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt ; for all our ſelf- 
righteouſneſs is as filthly rags : ſurely ſhall one 
ſay, „In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be 


juſtified, and ſhall glory,” ISA. xlv. 24, 25. It 


is only the dying of that juſt One for us unjuſt 
ones, muſt bring us to God. He that knew no 
ſin was made fin for us, that we, who were no- 
thing but ſin, might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 3 
CHRISTIAN READER, let all that is of 
old Adam in thee fall down at the foot of Chriſt; 
he only muſt have the pre- eminence. All the 
veſſels of this new ſpiritual, new covenant tem- 
le, from the cups to the flaggons, muſt be all 
ns upon Chriſt. He is to bear the glory: he 
only is worthy, for he is to build the temple of 
the Lord, and is to bear the glory : he, by his 
Father's appointment, is .the foundation- ſtone, 
corner-ſtone, and is the top-ſtone : he is the Fa- 
ther's fulneſs of grace and glory: whatever thy 
wants be, thou mayeſt come to him; there is 
balſam enough in him fit for cure. 
READER, the gocd Lord help thee to expe- 
rience this enſuing word of advice, that it may be 
made of God unto thee like honey, ſweet to thy 
ſoul, and health to thy bones, and my ſoul ſhall 
rejoice with thee. Thy brother in the faith and 
fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 


T. V. 


A CHOICE 


DROP | OF. HONEY | 


ROCK CHRIST 


A WORD ofadvice to my own heart and 
thine.—Thou art a profeſſor, and par- 
takeſt of all ordinances. Thou doſt well; 
they are glorious priviieges: But if thou 
haſt not the blood of Chrift at the root of 
thy profeſnon, it will wither, and prove but 
painted pageantry to go to hell in. 

If thou retain guilt, ſelf- righteouſneſs un- 
der it, thoſe vipers will eat out all the vi- 
tals of it at length. Try and examine with 
greateſt ſtrictneſs every day, what bottom 
thy profeſſion and hope of glory is built 
upon, whether it was laid by the hand of 
Chriſt ; if not, it will never be able to en- 
dure the ſtorm that muſt come againſt it, 
Satan will throw 1t all down, and great wil! 
be the fall thereof. Matt. vii. 27. 

GLORIOUS PROFESSOR, thou ſhalt 
be winnowed. Every vein of thy profeſ- 
ſion will be tried to purpoie. It is terrible 
to have 1t all come tumbling down, and to 
find nothing but it to bottom upon. 


1 1 5 SOAR 


FS 
SOARING PROFESSOR, fee to thy 
waxen wings betimes, which will melt with 
the heat of temptation. What a miſery is it 
to trade much, and break at length, and 
have no ſtock, no foundation laid for eter- 
nity, in thy ſoul! 
GIFTED PROFESSOR, look there be 
not a worm at the root that will ſpoil all 
thy fine gourd, and make it die about thee 
in a day of ſcorchings. Look over thy 
ſoul daily, and aſk, where is the blood of 
Chriſt to be ſeen upon my ſoul? What 
' righteouſneſs is it that I ſtand upon to be 
ſaved? Havel got off all my ſelf- righteouſ- 
neſs? Many eminent profeſſors have come 
at length to cry -out, in the fight of the 
ruin of all their duties, Undone, undone, 
to all eternity!“ Lk 
© Conſider, the greateſt fins may be hid un- 
der the greateſt duties, and the greateſt ter- 
rors. See the wound that fin hath made in 
thy ſoul, be perfectly cured by the blood of 
Chriſt ; not ſkinned over with daties, hum- 
. blings, enlargements, &c. Apply what thou 
wilt beſides the blood of Chriſt, it will poi- 
| ſon the ſore. Thou wilt find that fin was 
never mortified truly ; thou haſt not ſeen 
Chriſt bleeding for thee upon the croſs. 
Nothing can kill it, but the beholding of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 98 


Nature 


3 
Nature can afford no balſam fit for ſoul- 
cure. Healing from duty, and not from 
Chriſt, is the moſt deſpe rate diſeaſe. Poor 
ragged nature, with all its higheſt improve- 
ments, can never ſpin a garment fine-enough 
(without ſpot) to cover the ſoul's nakedne!s. 


Nothing can fit the ſoul for that uſe but 


Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs. 
Whatſoever is of nature's ſpinning muſt 
be all unravelled before the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt can be put on. Whatſoever is of 
nature's putting on, Satan will come and 


plunder every rag away, and leave the foul 
naked and open to the wrath of God. All 


that natare can do, will never make up the 
leaft drachm of grace that can mortify fin, 
or look Chriſt in the face one day. 2 
Thou art a ProFess0R, goeſt on hear- 
ing, praying, and receiving, yet miſerable 


mayeſt thou be. Look about thee; didſt 


thou ever yet ſee Chriſt to this day, in diſ- 


tinction from all other excellencies and 


righteouſneſſes in the world, and all of them 


falling before the majeſty of his love and 


race. Ifa. ii. 17. 
If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt truly, thou haſt 


ſeen pure grace, pure righteouſneſs in him 
every way infinite, far exceeding all fin and 
miſery. If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt, thou canſt 
trample upon all the righteouſneſs of men 


and 
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LEE: 
and angels, ſo as to bring thee into accep- 
tation with God, If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt, 
thou wouldeſt not do a duty without him 
for ten thuuiand worlds,—1 Cor. ii. 2. If 
ever thou ſaweſt Chriſt, thou ſaweſt him a 
rock, higher than ſelf-righteouſneſs, ſatan 
and fin. Pſalm 1x1. 2. and this rock doth 


follow thee. 1 Cor. x. 4. and there will be 


continual dropping of honey and grace out 
of that Rock to iatisfy thee.—P{al. Ixxxi. 


16. Examine, if ever thou haſt beheld 


Chriſt as the only begotten of the Father, 


ſull of grace and truth John i. 16, 17. 
Be ſure thou art come to Chriſt, that thou 
ſtandeſt upon che Rock of ages, haſt an- 


ſwered to his call to thy ſoul, haſt cloſed 
with him for jultification. 
Men talk bravely 6f believing, whilſt 
whole and ſound ; few know it. Chriſt is 
the myſtery of the ſcriptare ; grace the myſ- 
tery of Chriſt. BelLeving is the moſt won- 
derful thing in the world. Put any thing 
of thine own to it, and thou ſpoileſt it. 
Chriſt will not ſo much as look at it for 
believing, When thou believeſt and comeſt 
to Chriſt, thou mutt leave behind thee thine 
own righteouſneſs, and bring nothing but 
thy fin, (O that is hard!) leave behind all 
thy holineſs, ſanctification, duties, hum- 
blings, &c. and bring nothing but thy 
wants 


(9) 


wants and miſeries, elſe Chriſt is not fit for 


thee, nor thou for Chriſt. Chriſt will be 


a pure Redeemer and Mediator, and thou 
_ muſt be an undone finner, or Chriſt and 
thou will never agree. It is the hardeft 
thing in the world to take Chriſt alone for 


righteouſneſs; that is to acknowledge him 


Chriſt. Join any thing to him af thine own, 
and thou un-Chriſt's him. | nt 
Whatever comes 1n when thou goeſt to 
God for acceptation, befides Chriſt, call it 
anti-Chriſt; bid it begone; make only Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs triumphant. All beſides that 
is Babylon, which muſt fall, if Chriſt ſtand, 


and thou ſhalt rejoice in the day of the fall 
thereof. la. 1. 10, 11, 12. Chriſt alone did 


tread the wine-preſJand there was none with 
him. Iſa. Ixiii. 3. If thou join any thing to 
Chriſt, Chriſt will trample upon itin fury and 
anger, and ſtain his raiment with the blood 


thereof. Thou thinkeſt it eaſy to believe. 


Was ever thy faith tried with an hour of 


temptation, and a thorough fight of fin ? 
Was it ever put to grapple with Satan, and 
the wrath of God lying upon the conſcience, 


when thou waſt in the mouth of hel] and the 

grave; then did God ſhew thee Chriſt a ran- 
ſom, a righteouſneſs, &c.? then couldſt 
thou ſay, ** Oh! I ſee grace enough in 


Chriſt.” Thon mayeſt ſay that which is the 


greateſt 
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Sreateſt word in the world, « Thou be- 
lieveſt.” Untried faith is uncertain faith. 


To believing, there muſt go a clear con- 


viction of fin, and the merits of the blood 


of Chriſt, and of Chriſt's willingneſs tc ſave 


upon this conſideration, merely, That thou 


art a ſinner ; things all harder than to make 


a world. All the power in nature cannot 
get up ſo high in a ſtorm of fin and guilt, | 


as really to believe there is any grace, any 
willingneſs in Chriſt to ſave. When Satan 


chargeth fin upon the conſcience, then for 


the ſoul to charge it upon Chriſt, that is 


goſpel-like; that is to make him Chriſt. 
le ſerves for that uſe. To accept of 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs alone, his blood alone 
for ſalvation, that is the ſum of the goſpel. 
When the ſoul, in all duties and diſtreſſes, 
can ſay, Nothing but Chriſt, Chriſt alone, 


for righteouſneſs, juſtification, anctification, 


redemption;“ 1 Cor. i. 30. not humblings, 
not duties, not graces, &c. that foul hath 
got above the reach of the bil:ows. | 

All temptations, Satan's advantages, and 
our complainings, are laid in ſelf righteouſ- 


neſs, and ſelf-excellency. God purſueth 


theſe, by ſetting Satan upon thee, as Laban. 
did Jacob for his images. Theſe muſt be 
torn from thee, be as unwilling as thou 
wilt. Theſe hinder Chriſt from coming in; 

| and 
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and till Chriſt come in, guilt will not out; 


and where guilt is, there is hardneſs of 


heart : and therefore much guilt argues very 


little, if any thing of Chritt. 


When guilt is raiſed up, take heed of 


getting it allayed any way but by Chriſt's 


blood ; that will tend to hardening. Make 


Chriſt thy peace“ for he is our peace.” 


Eph. 11. 14. not thy duties, thy tears, &c. 
Chriſt thy righteouſneſs, not thy graces, &c. 


Thou mayeſt deſtroy Chriſt, by duties as well 


as by fins. Look at Chrift; and do as much 


as thou wilt. Stand with all thy weight 
upon Chriſt's righteouſneſs. Take heed of 
having one foot on thy own righteouſneſs, 


another on Chriſt's. Till Chriſt come and fit 
on high upon a throne of grace in the con- 
ſcience, there it nothing but guilt, terrors, 
fecret ſuſpicions, the ſoul hanging between 
hope and fear, which is an ungoſpel-like 
ſtate. - | 

He that fears to fee fin's utmoſt vileneſs, 
the utmoſt hell of his own heart, ne ſuſ- 
pe®.s the merits of Chrift. Be thou never 
tuch a great ſinner, 1 John ii. 1. try Chriſt 
to make him thy advocate, and thou ſhalt 


| find him Jeſus Chrift the righteous. In all 


doubtings, tears, ſturms of conſcience, look 


2t Chriſt continually ; do not argue it with 


Satan ke defires no better; bid him go to 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and he will anſwer him. It js his 
| office to be our Advocate.— 1 John ii. 7, 
His office to anſwer law, as our ſurety, — 
Heb. vii. 22. His office to anſwer juſtice 
as our Mediator—Gal. iii. 20. 1Tim. ii. 5. 
And he is ſworn to that office. Heb. vii. 20, 
21. Put Chriſt upon it. If thou wilt do 
any thing thyſelf, as to ſatisfaction for ſin, 
thou renounceſt Chriſt the righteous, who 
was made fin for thee.—2 Cor. v. 21. 
Satan may alledge and corrupt ſcrip- 
ture, but he cannot anfwer ſcripture. It 
is Chriſt's word of mighty authority 
Chriſt foiled fatan with it.— Matt. iv. 10. 
In all the ſcripture there is not an ill word 
againſt a poor ſinner, ſtripped of ſelf-righte- 
ouſneſs. Nay, it plainly points out this 
man to be the ſubject of the grace of the 
goſpel, and none elſe. Believe but Chriſt's 
willingneſs, and that will make thee wil- 
ling. If thou findeſt thou canſt not believe, 
remember itis Chriſt's work to make thee be- 
lieve. Put him upon it; he works to will and 
do of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. Mourn 
for thy unbelief, which is a ſetting-up of 
guilt in the conſcience above Chriſt, and 
undervaluing the merits, of Chriſt, account- 
ing his blood an unholy, a common, and 
ualatisfying thing. - 
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Thou 


1 _ 
Thou complaineft much of thyſelf. Doth 


thy ſin make thee look more at Chriſt, leſs 


at thyſelf? That is right, elſe complaining 
is but hypocriſy. To be looking at duties, 


graces, enlargments, when thou ſhouldeſt 


be looking at Chriſt, that is pitiful. Look- 
ning at them will make thee pong looking 
at Chriſt's grace will but ma 


1. 2. Thoſe ſurges may be (not to break 
thee, but) to beave thee off thyſelf upon 


the Rock Chrift. 10858 
„Thou mayeſt be brought low, even to 


the brink of hell, ready to tumble in; thou 


canſt not be brought lower chan the belly of 


hell. Many ſaints have been there even 
dowſed in hell; yet then thou mayeſt cry; 
there thou mayeſt look toward the holy 
temple, Jonah ii. 4. Into that temple none 
might enter but purified ones, and with an 
offering too, Acts xxi. 26. But now Chriſt 


is our temple, ſacrifice, altar, high-prieſt, 


to whom none muſt come but ſinners, and 
that without any offering, but his own 
blood once offered, Heb. vii. 27. 


Remember all the patterns of grace that 


are in heaven. Thou thinkeſt, O what a 


| monument of grace wouldeſt thou be! there 


are many thouſands as rich monuments as 
N ; thou 


e thee humble. 
By grace you are ſaved, Eph. ii. 5. In all 
thy temptations be not diicouraged, james 


— * 
——ͤ : w _ A ay 
l * 


22 er ue — 


* 
z 1 PW b a —— 
- SOS 
D Bb. — nt Vp 


X _ 


—w—_— - 
* 


. 
s * Do 
—— 2 
* — * 


rr —ͤ ]⁰ ͤ6qr ] -d rn on eng nav - 


rnb 


E 
thou canſt be. The greateſt ſinner did ne- 
ver paſs the grace of Chriſt. Do not de- 
ſpair. Hope ſtill. When the clouds are 
blackeſt, even then look towards Chriſt, the 
ſtanding pillar of the Father's love and 
grace, ſet up in heaven for all ſinners to 
gaze upon continually, Whatſoever ſatan 
or con cience ſay, do not conclude againſt 


thyſelf. Chriſt ſhall have the laſt word. He 


is judge of quick and dead, and muſt pro- 
nounce the final ſeaterce. His blood ſpeaks 
reconctiiation, Col. 1. 20, cleanſing, xjoba 
3 purchaſe, Ads xx. 28. redemption, 
1 Pet. i. 19. purging, Heb. ix. 13, 14. re- 
miſſion, verſe 22. liberty, Heb. x. 19. Ju 

| fication, Rom. v. g. nighneſs to God, Eph. 
1. 13. Not a drop of this blood ſhall be 
loſt. Stand and hearken what God will ſay, 
for he will ſpeak peace to his people, that 
they return no more to folly, Pſalm Ixxxv. 8. 
He ſpeaks grace, mercy and peace, 2 Tim. 
1. 2. That is the language of the Father 
and of Chriſt. Wait for Chriſt's appear- 
ing, as the morning ſtar, Rev. xxii. 16. He 
ſhall come as certainly as the morning, as 
efreſhing as the rain, Hoſ. vi. 3. 

The tun may as well be hindered from 
riſing, as Chriſt the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
Mal. iv. 2. Look not a moment off Chriſt. 
Look not upon fin, but look upon Chriſt frſt. 


Wher 


( 35 }- 

When thou mourneſt for ſin, if thou dof not 
ſee Chriſt then, away with it. Zach. xii. 10. 
In every duty look at Chriſt, before duty, 
to pardon ; in duty, to aſſiſt; after duty, to 


accept. Without this it is but carnal, care- 


| leſs duty. Do not legalize the goſpel, as if 
part did remain for thee to do and ſuffer, 


and Chriſt were but half a mediator; and 
thou muſt bear part of thy own lin, and 


make part fatisfaQtion. Let fin break thy 
| heart, but not thy hope in the goſpel. 


Look more at juſtification than ſanctifica- 


tion. In the higheſt commands conſider 
Chriſt, not as an exactor to require: but a 


debror, an undertaker, to work. If thou haſt 


looked at workings, duties, qualifications, 
&c. more than at the merits of Chriſt, it 
will coft thee dear. No wonder thou goeſt 
complaining : graces may be evidences, the 


merits of Chriſt alone (without them) muſt 
be the foundation of thy hope to bottom 


on. Chriſt only can be the hope of glory. 
Col. i. 27. 

When we come to God, we muſt bring 
nothing! but Chriſt with us. Any ingredients, 
or any previous qualifications of our own, 
will potion and corrupt faith. He that builds 
_ duties, graces, &c. knows not the 

erits of Chritt. This makes believing fo 
"ey lo far above nature. If thou believeſt, 

| thou 
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1 
thou muſt every day renounce, as dung and 
droſs, Phil. iii. 7, 8. thy privileges, thy 
obedience, thy baptiſm, thy ſanctification, 
thy duties, thy graces, thy tears, thy melt- 
ings, thy hnmblings, and nothing but Chriſt 
muſt be held up. Every day thy workings, 

thy ſelf-ſufficiency muſt be deſtroyed. Thou 
muſt take all out of God's hand. Chriſt is 
the gift of God, John iv, 10. Faith is the 
gift of God, Epi. 11. 8. Pardon a free gift, 
Ia. xlv. 22. Ah, how nature ſtorms, frets, 
rageth at this, that all is of gift, and it can 
purchaſe nothing with its actings, and tears, 


and duties, that all workings are excluded, 


and of no value in heaven. 

If nature had been to contrive the way of 
ſalvation, it would have rather put it into 
the hands of ſaints or angels, to ſell it, than 
of Chriſt who gives freely, whom therefore 
it ſuſpects; it would have ſet up a way to 
purchaſe by doing; therefore it abominates 
the merits of Chriſt, as the moſt deſtructive 
thing to it. Nature would do any thing to 
be fred, rather than to go to Chriſt, or 
cloſe with Chriſt. Chriſt will have nothing, 
the ſoul would force ſomewhat of its own 
upon Chriſt. Herein is that great contro- 
verly. Conſider, didſt thou ever yet ſee the 
merits of Chriſt, and the infinite ſatisfaction 
made by his death? Didſt thou fee this 

” when 


tf: bg} 


when the burthen of fin and the wrath of 


God lay heavy on thy conſcience ? That is 
grace. The grratneſs of Chriſt's merit is 
not known but to a poor ſoul in the greateſt 


diſtreſs. Slight convictions will but have 


flight low prizings of Chriſt's blood and 


merits. 


Ds AIK ING Six RER | Thou lookeſt 


on thy right hand and on thy left, ſaying, 


„Who will ſhew us any good?” Thou art 


tumbling over all thy duties and profeſſions 
to patch up a righteouſneſs to ſave thee 
Look at Chriſt now; look to him and be 


ſaved, all the ends of the earth, Iſa. xlv. 22. 


There is none elſe. He is a ſaviour, and 
there is none beſide him, ver. 21. Look 
any where elſe and thou art undone. God 


will look at nothing but Chriſt, and thou 


muſt look at nothing elſe. Chriſt is lifted 
up on high, as the brazen ſerpent in the 
wilderneſs, that ſinners at the ends of the 
earth, at the greateſt diſtance, may ſee him, 
and look towards him. The leait ſight of 


dim will be ſaving, the leaſt touch healing 
to thee. And God intends that thqu 
| ſhouldeft look on him, for he hath ſet him 


upon a high throne of glory, in the open 
view of all poor ſinners who defire him. 
Thou haſt infinite reaſon to look on him, no 


reaſon at all to look off him; for he is meek 
| C 3 an: 
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and lowly of heart. Mat. xi. 29. He will 
do that himſelf which he requires of his 
creature, viz. bear with infirmities, Rom. 
xv. 21. Not pleaſing himſelf; not ſtanding 
upon points of law, ver. 2. He will reſtore 

with the ſpirit of meekneſs, Gal. vi. 1. and 


bear thy burthens, ver. 2. He will forgive, 


not only till ſeven times, but ſeventy times 


ſeven, Matt. xvin. 21, 22. It put the faith 
of the apoſtle to it to believe this, Luke 


xvii. 4, 5. Becauſe we are hard to forgive, 


we think Chriſt is hard. 


We ſee ſin great; we think Chriſt doth 
ſo, and meaſure infinite love with cur own 
line, infinite merits with our ſins, which is 
the greateſt pride and blaſphemy, Pſalm 
ciii. 11. 12. Ia. xl. 15. Hear what he ſaith, 


* I have found a rantom.“ Job. xxxiii. 24. 


% In him I am well pleaſed,” Mat. iii 17. 


God will have nothing elſe. Nothing elle 
will do thee good, or ſatisfy conſcience, but 
Chriſt, who 1tati>fied the Father. God doth 
all upon the account of Chiiit. Thy deſerts 
are hell, wrath, rejection: Chriſt's deſerts 
are life, pardon and acceptation. He will 


not only ſhew thee the one, but he will give 


thee the other. It is Chriſt's own glory and 


happineſs to pardon. Conſider, whilit Chriſt 


was upon the earth, he was more amon 
ſcribes and phariſees, his profeſſed adver. 


ſaries; 
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* 
faries; for they were ſelt- righteous ones. 
It is not as thou imagineſt, that his ſtate in 
glory makes him neglectful, ſcornful to 


poor ſinners: no; he hath the ſame heart 
now in heaven. He is God, and changeth 


not. He is the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the fins of the world,” John i. 29. 
He went through all thy temptations, de- 
jections, ſorrows, deſertions, rejections, 
Mat. iv. 3—12. Mark xv. 24. Luke xxii. 


44. Matt. xxvi. 38. and hath drunk the bit- 


tereſt of the cup, and left the ſweet; the 
condemnation is out. Chriſt drunk up all 
the Father's wrath at one draught; and 


nothing but ſalvation is left for thee. Thou 


ſayeſt thou canſt not believe, thou canſt not 
repent. Fitter for Chriſt if thou haſt nothing 


but fin and miſery. Go to Chriſt with all thy 
impeaitency and unbelief, to get faith and 
repentance from him; that is glorious. Tell 


Chriit, “ Lord, I have brought no righte- 
ouſneſs, no grace to be accepted in or juſ- 
tiſied by; I am come for thine, and mult 
have it.” We would be bringing to Chriſt, 
and that muſt not be. Not a penny of na- 


ture's higheſt improvements will paſs in 
heaven. Grace will not ſtand with works, 
Tit. iii. 5. Rom. xi. 6. That is a terrible 
point to nature, which cannot think of be- 
ing ſtript of all, not having a rag of duty or 
: nighteouſneſs 
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3 
rightcouſneſs left to look at. Self-righteouſ- 
nels, ſelf- ſufficiency, are the darlings of na- 


ture, which ſhe preſerves as her life. That 


makes Chriſt ſeem ugly to nature. Nature 
cannot deſire him. He is juſt directly op- 
poſtte to all nature's glorious intereſts. Let 


nature but make a goſpel, and it would make 


it quite contrary to Chriſt: it would be to 
the juſt, the innocent, the holy, &c. Chriſt 
made the goſpel for thee; that is, for needy 


ſinners, the ungodly, the unrighteous, the 


accurſed. Nature cannot endure to think 

the goſpel is only for ſinners; it will rather 
chuſe to deſpair than to go to Chriſt upon 
ſuch terrible terms. When nature is but 
put to it by guiit or wrath, it will go to its 


old haunts of ſelf-righteouſneſs, ſelf-good- 


neſs, &c. An infinite power mull caſt down 
thoſe ſtrong holds. None but the ſelf- juſ- 


ticiary ſtands excluded out of the goſpel. 
Chriſt will look at the moſt abominabie fin- 
ner before him, becauſe to ſuch an one. 


Chriſt cannot be made juſtification: he is, 
no ſinner. To ſay in compliment, © I am 


a ſinner,” is caſy; but to pray with the 


publican indeed, Lord be merciful to me 
a ſinner, is the hardeſt prayer in the world. 
It is ealy to lay, © 1 believe in Chriſt;“ but 
to ſee Chriſt full of grace and truth, of 
whoſe fulneſs thou mayeſt receive grace for 


grace 
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3 
grace; that is faith indeed. It is eaſy to 
profeſs Chriſt with the mouth; but to con- 
fefs him with the heart, as Peter, to be 
the Chriſt, the Son of the living God, the 


alone mediator,” that is above fleſh and 


blood. Many call Chriit Saviour; a few 
know him ſo. To ſee grace, falvation in 
Chriſt, is the greateſt fight in the world. 
None can do that, but at the fame time they 
mall ſee that glory and falvation to be theirs. 
Sights will cauſe applications. I may be 
aſhamed to think in the midſt of ſo much 
profeſſion, that I have known little of the 
blood of Chriſt, which is the main thing of 
the goſpel. A Chriſtleſs, formal profeſſion, 
will be the blackeſt ſight, next to hell, that 


can be. Thou mayeſt have many good 


things, and yet one thing may be wanting, 


that may make thee go away ſorrowful 


from Chriſt. Thou haſt never ſold all; thou 
ha never parted with all thine own righte- 
ouſneſs. & c. Thou mayeit be high in duty, 
and yct a perfect enemy and adverſary to 
Chrift, in every prayer, in every ordinance. 


Labour after ſanctification to thy utmoſt; 


but make not a Chriſt of it to ſave thee; if 
fo, it muſt come down ove way or other, 


Chriſt's infinite ſatisfaction, not thy ſancti- 


fication, muſt be thy juſtification before 
God. When the Lord all appear terrible 


Out 


oe is 
out of his holy place, fire ſhall conſume that 
as bay and ſtubble. "This will be ſound re- 
ligion. Oniy bottom all upon the ever- 
«« laſting mountains of God's love and grace 
* in Chriſt, to live continually in the right 
ce of Chriſt's inñnite righteouſneſs and me- 
e rits, they are ſanctify ing; without them 
* the heart is carnal ; and in thoſe fights 
© to «© ſee the full vileneſs, yet littleneſs of 
* fin,” and to ſee all pardoned; in thoſe 
* fights to pray, hear, &c. ſecing thy pol- 
te luted ſelf, and all thy weak performances, 
accepted continually; in thoſe fights to 
_ «« trample upon all thy ſelf-glories, righte- 
© quineſ(s, privileges, as abominable, and 
* be found continually in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt only, rejoicing in the ruins of 
« thy own righteouſneſs, the ſpoiling of 
all thy own'excellencies, that Chriſt alone, 
as Mediator, way be exalted in his throne, 
«© mourning over all thy duties, how glort- 
sous ſoever, that thou haſt not performed 
* in the fight and ſenſe of Chriſt's love.“ 
Without the blood of Chriſt on thy conſci- 
ence, all is dead ſervice, Heb. ix. 14. 
That opinion of free-will (ſo cried up) 
will be eaſily confuted (as it is by ſcripture) 
in the heart, which hath had any ſpiritual 
dealing with Jeſus Chriſt, as to the applica- 
tion of his merits, and ſubjection to his 


righteouſneſs. | 


3 


| righteouſneſs. Chriſt is every way too mag- 


nificient a perſon for poor nature to cloſe 


withal, or to apprehend. Chriſt 1s ſo infi- 
nitely holy, nature never durſt look at him; 
ſo infinitely good, nature can never believe ; 
him to be ſuch, when it lies under full fight. 


of fin. Chriſt is too high and glorions for 


nature ſo much as to touch. There muſt be 
2 divine nature firſt put into the ſoul, to 


make it lay hold on him, he lies ſo inſi- 
nitely beyond the fight or reach of nature. 
That Chrift which natural free-will can 


apprehend, is but a natural Chriſt of a man's 


own making, not the Father's Chriſt, nor 


Jeſus the Son of the living God, to whom 


none can come without the Father's draw- 


ing, John vi. 46. Finally, ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures daily, as mines of gold, wherein the 


heart of Chriſt is laid open. Watch againſt 


conſtitution fins, ſee them in their vileneſs, 
and they ſhall never break out into act. 
Keep always an humble, empty, broken 


frame of heart, ſenſible of any ſpiritual 
miſcarriage, oMercant of all inward work- 
ings, fit for the higheſt sener 


Keep not guilt in the conſcience, but ap 
the blood of Chriſt immediately. 64 
chargeth fin and guilt upon thee to make 
thee look to Chiilt, the brazen ſerpent. 


judge not Carta love BY Pro idences, 
but | 
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but by promiſes. Bleſs God for ſhaking 
off falſe foundations, for any way whereby 
he keeps the ſoul awakened and locking 
after Chriſt ; better ſickneſſes and tempta- 


tions, than ſecurity and lightneſs. 


A fighting ſpirit will turn a profane 
ſpirit, and will fin and pray too. Slightnefs 
is the bane of profeſſion, if it be not rooted 
out of the heart, by conſtant and ſerious 
dealings with, and beholdings of Chriſt in 
duties: it will grow more ſtrong and more 
deadly, by being under church-ordinances. 
Meaſure not thy graces by others“ attain- 
ments, but by ſcripture-trials. Be ſerious, 
exact in duty, having the weight of it upon 
the heart; but be as much afraid of-takin 
comfort from duties as from ſins. Comfort 
from any hand but Chriſt is deadly. Be 
much in prayer, or you will never keep up 
much communion with God. As you are 
in cloſet-prayer, ſo you will be in all other 
ordinances. 

Reckon not duties by high expreſſions, 
but by low frames, and the beholdings of 
Chriſt. Tremble at duties and gifts. It 
was the laying of a great ſaint, He was 
more afraid of his duties than of his fins ;”? 
the one often made him proud, the other al- 
ways made him humble. Treaſure up ma- 


nifeſtations 


vo α 


1 


ſcholars in experience. 


ANN 


nothing but Chriſt. 


„ 


nifeſtations of Chriſt's love, they make the 
heart low for Chriſt, too high for ſin. Slight 
not the loweſt, meaneſt evidence of grace; 


God may put thee to make uſe of the loweſt 
as thou thinkelt ; even that may be worth a 
thouſand worlds to thee. 1 John ili. 14. 
Be true to truth, but not turbulent and 
ſcornful. Reſtore ſuch as are fallen; help 


| them up again with all the bowels of Chriſt, 


Set the broken disjointed bones with the 
grace of the goſpel. Hicn PRO ESsSsOR! 


deſpiſe not weak ſaints; thou mayeſt come 


to wiſh to be in the condition of the meaneſt 


of chem. Be faithful to others“ infirmities, 
but ſenſible of thy own. Viſit fick beds 


and deſerted ſouls much; they are excellent 


Abide in your calling. Be dutifal to all 
relations as to the Lord. Be content with 


little of the world; little will ſerve. Think 


very little of the earth much, becauſe un- 
worthy the leaſt. Think much of heaven, 
not little, becauſe Chriſt is ſo rich and ſree. 


Think every one better than thyſelf, and 


carry ever ſelf-loathing about thee, as one 
fit to be trampled upon by all ſaints. See 
the vanity of the world, and the conſump- 
tion that is upon all things; and love 
Mourn to ſee ſo little 


D " 
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of Chrift in the world; {s few needing 
him; rrifles pleaſe them better. To a ſe- 
cure ſoul Chriſt is but a fable, the ſcriptures 
but a ſtory. Mourn to think how many are 
under baptiſm and church-order, who are 
not under grace, looking much after duty, 
obedience, little after Chriſt, little verſed 
| | Prepare for the croſs ; welcome 
; bear ic triumphantly like Chriſt's croſs, | 
9 ſcoffs, mockings, jeers, contempt, 
impriſonments, &c. but fee it be Chritt's 
croſs, not thine own. _ 
Sin will hinder from glorying i in the crok 
of Chriſt, Omitting little truths againſt 
light may breed hell in the conſcience, as 
well as committing the greateſt fins againſt 
light. If thou haſt been taken out of the 
belly of hell into Chriſt's boſom, and made 
to fit among princes in the houſhold of 
God, Oh! how ſhouldſt thou live a pattern 
of mercy. REDEEMED, RESTORED SOUL | 
what infinite ſums doſt thou owe Chriſt! 
With what fingular frames ſhouldſt thou walk 
and do Eveiy duty! On ſabbaths, what 
Praiſicg days, ſinging of hallelujahs, ſhould 
they be to thee! Church-feilowſhi p-. what a 
heaven, a being with Chriſt, and angels and 
ſaints commumon! What a drowning the 
foul in eter love as a burial with Chriſt 
ke dying 
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dying to all things beſide him! Every time 


thou thinkeſt of Chriſt, be aſtoniſhed and 


wonder, and when thou ſeeſt ſin, look at 


Chriſt's grace that did perdon it; and when 
thou art proud, look at Chriſt's grace, that 
ſhall humble and ftrike thee down in the 


duit, 


Remember Chriſt's time of love when 
thou waſt naked, Ezek. xvi. 8, 9. and then 


he choſe thee. Canſt thou ever have a proud 


thought? Remember whoie arms ſupported 


thee from ſinking, and delivered thee from 
the loweſt hell, Pf. Ixxxvi, 13. and ſhout in 
the ears of angels and men, Pf. cxlviii. and 
for ever ling praiſe, praiſe ; grace, grace. 
Daily repent and pray, and walk in the fight 

of grace, as one that hath the anointings of 


goes upon thee. Remember thy fins, 
-hriſt's pardonings ; thy deſerts, Chriſt's 


merits; thy weaknets, Chriſt's ſtrength ; thy 
pride, Chriſt's humility; thy many infirmi- 


ties, Chriſt's reſtorings; thy guilts, Chriſt's 
new applications of his blood; thy fulings, 
Chriſt's raiſings up; thy wants, Chriſt's ful- 
neſs; thy temptations, Chriſt's tenderneſs ; 
thy vileneſs, Chriſt's righteouſneſs. 


BLESSED SOUL ! whom Chriſt ſhall find 


not having on his own righteouſneſs, Phil, 


111. 9. but having his robes waſhed and made 
white inthe blood of the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14 


WorFuL, 
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Woxrur, MISERABLE PROFFEsSSOR! 
that hath not the goſpel within, reſt not in 
church-trials ; thou mayeſt paſs that, and be 

caſt away in Chriſt's day of trial; thou mayeſt 

come to baptiſm, and never come to JESUS, 

and the blood of ſprinkling, Heb. xii. 24. 
Whatever workings or attainments fall ſhort 
of Chriſt's blood, merits, righteouſneſs (the 


min object of the goſpel) fall alſo ſhort of | 


the goſpel, and leave the ſoul in a condition 
of doubtings and queſtionings ; and doubt- 
ings (if not looked unto betimes) will turn 
to a ſtightneſs of ſpirit, ene of the moſt 
dangerous frames. 5 
Trifle not with ardinances. Be much in 
meditation and prayer. Wait diligently 


upon all hearing opportunities. We have 


need of doctrine, reproof, exhortation, con- 
folation, as the tender herbs and the graſs 
have of the rain; the dew, the ſmall rain, 
and the ſhowers, Deut. xxxii. 2. Do all 
*hou doeſt as ſoul-work, as unto Chriſt, 
Zech. vii. 5,6. as immediately dealing with 
Chriſt Jeſus, as if he were looking on thee, 
and thou on him, and fetch all thy ftrength 
from him. 1 5 
Obſerve what holy motions you find in 
your ſouls to duties. Prize the leaſt good 
thought thou haſt of Chriſt, the leaſt good 
word thou ſpeakeſt of him ſincerely * 
e 


5.4 M4 
the heart. Rich mercy! O bleſs God for 


it! Obſerve, if every day you have the 


Day-ſpring from on high, with his morning 
dews of mourning for fin conftantly viſiting 
thee, Luke 1. 17. Have you the bright 
Morning ſtar, with freſh influences of grace 


and peace conſtantly ariſing, Rev. xxii. 16. 


and Chriſt ſweetly greeting the ſoul in all 
duties? What duty makes not more ſpi- 


ritual, will make more carnal ; what doth 
not quicken and humble, will deaden and 


harden. ot e 
Judas may have the ſop; the outward pri- 


vilege of baptiſm,ſupper, church-fellowſhip, 
&c. but John leaned on Chriſt's boſom, John 


X11. 23. that is the goſpei-ordinance poſ- 
ture, in which we ſhould pray, and hear, 
and perform all duties. Nothing but lying in 
that boſom will diſſolve hardneſs of heart and 
make thee to mourn kindly for fin, and cure 
ſlightingneſs and ordinarineſs of ſpirit, that 
gangrene in profeſſion. That will humble 
indeed, and make the ſoul cordial to Chriſt, 
and fin vile to the ſoul; yea, transform the 
uglieſt piece of hell into the glory of Chriſt, 
Ne er think thou art right, as thou ſhouldeſt 


be, a Chriſtian of any attainment, until chou 


come to this, always to ſee and feel thyſelf 
lying in the boſom of Chriſt, who is the bo- 
j— -. 


. 92 — $67 4 i — 4 N k . 


” 


. 
b - q , * * N F . * - 
2 * : ? * 
8 ” | n, n 8 * * . : _ , 
* — —— ͤ öꝓ— —3 ä1“i1nj7n—]——]—]— . — — re — — — * — —— 22... 2 
7M 
- 


(30. ). | 
ſom of the Father, John i. 18. Come and 
move the Father for fights of Chriſt, and 
you ſhall be ſure to ſpeed ; you can come 
with no requelt that pleaſeth him better. He 


gave him out of his own boſom for that 


very end, to be held up before the eyes of 
all 8 as the everlaſting monument of 
his Father's love. 

Looking at the vatural ſun 3 the 
eye. The more you look at Chriſt, the Sun 


bY” righteouſneſs, the ſtronger and clearer 


will the eye of faith be. Look but at Chriſt, 
yeu will love him and live on him. Think 


on him continually, Keep the eye con- 
ſtantly upon Chriſt's blood, or every blaſt of 


temptation will ſhake you. If you will ſee 
ſin's ſinfulneſs, to loath it and So do not 


ſtand looking upon fin, but look upon Chriſt 


firſt, as ſuffering and ſatisfying. If you 
would fee your graces, your ſanQification, 
do not ftand gazing u pon them, but look at 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the firſt place (ſee 
the Son, and you ſee all), look at your graces 


in the ſecond place. 
When you ad faith, what you firſt look 


at, that you expect ſettlement from, and 


make it the bottom of your hope. Go to 
Chrift in fight of your fin and miſery, not 
of thy a and holineſs. Have nothing 

to 


1 

to do with thy graces and ſanctification, 
they will but veil Chriſt till thou haſt ſeen 
Chriſt firſt. He that looks upon Chriſt 
through his graces, is like one that ſees the 
ſun in water, which wavereth and moves 
as the water doth. Look upon Chriſt only 
as ſhining in the firmament of the Father's 
love and grace; you will not ſee him but in 


his own glory, which is unſpeakable. Pride 


and unbelief will put you upon ſeeing ſome- 
what in yourſelf firſt ; but faith will have to 
do with none but Chriſt, who is inexpreſſi- 
bly glorious, and muſt ſwallow up thy 
ſanctification as well as thy fin; for God 
made him both for us, and we muſt make 


him both,—1 Cor. i. 30. 2 Cor. v. 21. He 


that ſets up his ſanctification to look at, to 


comfort him, he ſets up the greateſt idol, 


which will ſtrengthen his doubts and fears. 
Do but look off Chriſt, and preſently, like 
Peter you fink in doubts. : 

A Chriſtian never wants comfort, but 


by breaking the order and method of the 


goſpel, looking on his own, and looking off 
Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, which is to 
chuſe rather to live by candle-light than by 

the light of the ſun. The honey that you 
ſuck from your own righteouſneſs will turn 
into perfect gall, and the light that you take 


| from that to walk in, will turn into black 


night 
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night upon the ſoul. Satan is tempting 
thee, by putting thee to plod about thy own 

grace, to get comfort from that; then the 
Father. comes and points thee to Chriſt's 
grace, as rich and glorious, infinitely pleaſ- 
ing him, and biddeth thee ſtudy Chriſt's 


righteouſneſs; and his biddings are en- 


ablings; that is a bleſſed motion, a {ſweet 
whiſpering, checking thy unbelief. Follow 


the leaſt hint cloſe with much prayer; prize 
it as an invaluable j jewel; it is an earneſt of ö 


more to come. Again, 


If you would pray, and cannot, and ſo are 


diſcouraged, ſee Chriſt praying for you; 


uſing his intereſt with the Father for you; 


What can you want? John xiv. 17. If 
you be troubled, ſee Chriſt your peace, 


Eph. 1. 14. leaving you peace when he 


went up to h aven, again and againcharging 
you not to be troubled, no not in the leaſt 
fintully troubled, ſo as to obſtruct thy com- 
fort or thy believing, John xiv. 1—27. He 
is now upon the throne, having ſpoiled 
upon his croſs in the loweſt ſtate of humi- 


liation all whatſocver can hurt or annoy 


thee. He hath borne all thy fins, ſorrows, 


troubles, temptations, &c. and 15 gone to 
prepare manſions for thee. 


1 hou who haſt ſeen Chriſt ain, and thy- 
felf abſolutely nothing, who makeſt Chrifl 
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all thy life, and art dead to all righteouſneſs 
/n | beſides; thou art THz CHRISTIAN, one 
ne | highly beloved, and who haſt found favour 
% with God, a favourite of heaven. Do 
£ | Chriſt this one favour for all his love to 
„ | thee, love all his poor ſaints and churches, 
\_ | the meaneſt, the weakeſt, notwithſtanding 
et | any difference in judgment, they are en- 
y | graven on his heart as the names of the 
e | children of Iſrael on Aaron's breaſt-plate, 
f | Exod. xxvi. 21. let them be ſoon thine. 
| © Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem; they 
1 ſhall proſper that love thee.” Pf. cxxii. G. 


a 
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* „ py wo we 


capable of defending it. 
his eyes to the ſacred volume, in which he will 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


are uſing every means in their Power to 


effect its Deſtruction; while falſe reaſoning is 
daily ſubſtituted "wh fair argument; and the 


ſhafts of ridicule are levelled at the moſt ſerious 
and important truths; while the Church of 
Chriſt is thus continually expoſed to the attacks 
of infidelity ; the true Believer will conſole him- 


ſelf by reflecting, that the cauſe on which all 


his hopes are founded, is in the hands of men 
He will moreover turn 


find the comfortable aſſurance, that the Gates 


of Hell ſhall never prevail. The wiſe and good, 


in all ages, have devoted their talents to the 


ſupport of Religion ; but no age has produced 
more numerous, or more able defenders of the 


Goſpel Diſpenſation, than the preſent. This is 
a fact which cannot be denied; and it is the 


pride of the believers in Chriſt, to find the moſt 
brilliant talents employed in vindicating and 


enforcing the truths of the Goſpel. Impelled 
by this ſacred duty, a Society of Gentlemen of 


the 


7 HILE the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity 
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| the firſt Character (among whom are many 


Clergymen of diſtinguiſhed abilities) have un- 


dertaken a regular courle of Religious Publi- : 


cations, under the title of the 


GO SPEL MAGAZINE, J 


AND 
THEOLOGICAL REVIEW; 


Three volumes of which, for the years 1796, 


1797, and 1798, are now completed, 
And ready for Sale, price 65. 6d. each Volume, 


AT V. GriIFFIiTHsS's, Bookſcller, Paterneſter- Row , 
Where may allo be had, the ſucceeding Num- 


bers, as far as July 1799. 


The profeſſed object of this work is to vin- 
dicate · and illuftrate the ſeveral articles of our 


Holy Religion; to inſtruct the ignorant; to en. 
courage the deſponding ; and to ſerve as an 
antidote againſt the ſpreading poiſon of Infide- 


lity and Atheiſm. For theſe purpoſes, the 


Work conſiſts of Diſcourſes and Eſſays, doc- 
trinal, experimental, and practical; Biography; 


Criticiſm ; Epiſtolary Correſpondence ; Pieces 


of ee and a Review of Religious Pub- 
lications. 


Each Number is embellithed with a ſtriking 
Likeneſs of ſome eminent Gotpel Minifter. 
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